
 

 

A member of the Lafayette Concert Band since its 
inception in 1982, Gerald Guilbeaux has been the 
Conductor/Music Director of the band since 1993. He 
is also the founder and conductor of the Acadian Wind 
Symphony, a select 50 piece wind ensemble which 
performs during the summer months and at special 
events. Under his direction, the Lafayette Concert 
Band became the 1999 recipient of the Sudler Silver 
Scroll, an international award recognizing excellence 
in adult community bands, administered by the John 
Philip Sousa Foundation. 

Mr. Guilbeaux is the Immediate Past President of the 
Association of Concert Bands and serves as the Community Band Chair for the 
National Band Association. He has twice been awarded the Citation of 
Excellence by the National Band Association and received the Diploma of the 
Sudler Order of Merit by the John Philip Sousa Foundation.  Mr. Guilbeaux is an 
active guest conductor and adjudicator and serves on the Selection Committee 
for the Sudler Silver Scroll. Most recently, he was elected to associate 
membership in the prestigious American Bandmasters Association. 

He and his wife Beth make their home in Lafayette and are the proud parents of 
three daughters, Amy, Lynn and Chrissy. Granddaughters, Carly and Cameryn 
also add joy to their family lives. 

Gerald Guilbeaux 

John has been a part of several local church choirs, and 
was a charter member of The Anchormen, a 32 voice 
Christian men’s chorus. In the 1980’s and 90’s John wore 
many different hats from producer/director to props and 
costumes for Calvary Baptist Church of Muskegon’s many 
Christmas and Easter productions. He has been a member 
of the Muskegon Chamber Choir for several years and is 
often heard as a featured soloist. He has studied voice 
with Cynthia Bates-Twining and Gwenneth Bean. John will 
mark a return to musical theatre this May in the role of 
Cogsworth in Muskegon Civic Theatre’s production of Disney’s “Beauty and the 
Beast.” John makes his home in Norton Shores with his wife, Vicki. 

John D. Benson 

Conductor’s Choice  
“My conductor’s choice for this concert is Black Horse Troop.   I first played this 
piece in high school under the direction of my high school band director, Mr. Max 
Smith in Petoskey, MI. He insisted that we play Sousa at every concert. He would 
jump onto the podium with no warning, and we were to begin playing this 
wonderful Sousa march.  It is in 6/8 time which gives it that trotting feel, as if 
you were actually riding a horse.  Jokingly, of course, in college we renamed it 
"Black Horse Poop," and if you've ever been in the front row of a marching band, 
usually the trombones (which I played), you had to step lightly when you were 
following the horse brigade!” 

 

 

Sounds of Sousa 
Gail A. Brechting, Conductor 

Star Spangled Banner       

Semper Fi March.......................... John Philip Sousa Arr. Brion & Schissel 

First Suite in E flat for Military Band ..................................Gustav Holst 
 I. Chaconne, II. Intermezzo, III. March 

Easter Monday on the Whitehouse Lawn March. John Philip Sousa, Ed. Rogers 
 From Suite for Band, Tales of a Traveler (1929) 

Songs of Grace and Songs of Glory.... John Philip Sousa, Arr. Brion & Schissel 

Northern Pines March .............................................. John Philip Sousa 

Golliwog’s Cakewalk ................................ Claude Debussy, Arr. Curnow  
 From Children’s Corner 

Glory of The Yankee Navy March ................................ John Philip Sousa 

The Belle of Bayou Teche ....................John Philip Sousa, Arr. Christensen 
 Baritone Soloist - John Benson 
 Guest Conductor – Gerald Guilbeaux 

Pride of the Wolverines March ....................John Philip Sousa, Ed. Fennell 
 Guest Conductor – Gerald Guilbeaux 

 

INTERMISSION 
Black Horse Troop March...........................John Philip Sousa, Ed. Fennell 
 Conductor’s Choice 

Walking Tune............................................ Percy Grainger, Arr. Daehn 

Bullets and Bayonets March.......................... John Philip Sousa, Arr. Gore 
 Guest conductor (auction winner) - Travis Boomer 

People Who Live in Glass Houses ..............John Philip Sousa, Ed. Bourgeois 
 ‘A Bacchana Suite in Four Movements’ 
 I. The Champaignes, II. The Rhine Wines, III. The Whiskies – Scotch, 
 Irish, Bourbon and Rye, IV. Convention of the Cordials 
 Guest Conductor – Gerald Guilbeaux 

Presentation 
 John Philip Sousa Foundation Sudler Silver Scroll Award 
 Mr. Gerald Guilbeaux ...........................Sudler Committee Member 

Stars and Stripes Forever.......................................... John Philip Sousa 
 America’s National March 


